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These Three 


By Ida A. Guirey 


1 Corinthians 13 


H™ wonderful the gift of faith 

That sees beyond the gloom 

And hope that fills the heart with cheer, 
Assured of things to come! 


But faith will not be needed when 
We see Him as He is, 

And we shall have no need of hope 
In Heaven's eternal bliss. 


Yet love will stay and go with us 
When life on earth is o’er, 

For God is love and is our life 
And joy forevermore. 


We have no power without love— 
Hope fails and faith is dead. 

So—love is greatest of these three 
The Word of God hath said. 


ys 
Holiness and the Second Coming 


One of the favorite passages of pre- 
millennialists—and rightly so—is 1 Thes- 
salonians 4. In the last forty years all 
Bible students have been made very 
conscious of the last six verses of that 
chapter, with their great promises of 
the bodily resurrection of those who 
“sleep in Jesus,” and the glorious re- 


union of all believers at the Rapture, 
when the Lord Jesus comes back for 
His Church. But how many of us real- 
ize that two-thirds of the chapter, that 
is, the first twelve verses, are devoted 


to holiness of life? This is significant, 
and perhaps we ought to meditate more 
often‘ and prayerfully on the first part, 
as well as on the last six verses relat- 
ing to the Second Coming. Writing on 
the appearing of Christ, the Apostle 
John said, “And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). Here, in 
1 Thessalonians 4, are detailed admoni- 
tions concerning this heart purification 
which is so necessary as we look forward 
to the appearing of our Lord and Sav- 
iour. Paul beseeches and exhorts his 
brethren to please God, reminding them 
that “ye know what commandments we 
gave you by the Lord Jesus” (v. 2). The 
exhortations can be grouped under three 
headings: (1) Purity of life (vs. 3-8); 
(2) Brotherly love (vs. 9, 10); (3) Hon- 
est, steady work (vs. 11, 12). With that 
fine combination of delicacy, restraint, 
and yet clarity, which is a characteristic 
of Scripture, Paul talks especially to the 
men, saying, “That every one of you 


should know how to possess his vessel in 
Sanctification and honour” (Conybeare 
and Howson have “how to master his 
body”). This section closes with a 
solemn warning against making light of 
God’s commandments, an attitude so 
common today. Paul then says that we 
“are taught of God to love one another,” 
but he exhorts us to “increase more and 
more”; and how necessary this is, par- 
ticularly in Christian work! Finally, it 
is as though Paul were saying, “Never 
mind what others do—you attend to your 
own business, so that even worldly peo- 
ple cannot criticize you for laziness.” 
Here is both challenge and comfort, for 
it stimulates us to downright hard work, 
and yet helps us to have peace df mind 
in doing the task God’ has given us. It 
can be readily seen that if we would 
cultivate these virtues, in the strength 
of Christ, we should be more likely to 
“love his appearing’ and “not be 
ashamed before him at his coming” (2 
Tim, 4:8; 1 John 2:28), 


Twenty Prize Sermons on Abstinence 


This editorial, by Harry J. Jaeger, Sr., reviews “The Christian Case for 
Abstinence.” (Association Press, 291 Broadway, New York 7; $3.) 


National Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union is responsible 
for this collection of twenty ser- 
mons preached by that many ministers 
of various denominations. All of the 
sermons were prize-winners. In this 
day when alcoholism is on the increase, 
and when so many pulpits are silent 
on the subject, this book is most timely. 
There is carelessness on the part of many 
Christians regarding the use of alcoholic 
beverages; and no doubt this is brought 
about, in part at least, by the failure 
of the pulpit to take up this vital phase 
of Christian ethics. Many Christians are 
guilty of partaking of the so-called 
social drink, perhaps because of the wide 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The people that do know their 
God shall be strong, and do ex- 











ploits” (Dan. 11:32b). 











use made of liquor, wine, beer, and the 
like, by business corporations in the 
entertaining of employees and prospec- 
tive customers. Unfortunately, there 
are instances where individuals have 
been discredited and have failed to pro- 
gress because they have abstained from 
drink at such functions. Many other 
occasions arranged in connection with 
drives for funds for civic or other en- 
terprises add to the pressure upon Chris- 
tians to indulge. At some wedding re- 
ceptions even professing Christians have 
champagne, wine, and cocktails as a part 
ef the festivities; and this reviewer has 
actually seen ministers who hold an 
evangelical position partake of liquor 
on such occasions, 

Here is a book that approaches the 
subject from many angles. Statistics 
are cited in a most interesting way, and 
the reader is compelled to read on to 
get to the next sermon. Throughout 


the sermons information is given con- 
cerning things the manufacturers of 
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alcoholic beverages are doing and say- 
ing in defense of their industry and in 
its interests. For example: “The Brewers 
Digest of February, 1952, contains an 
article on page 64 which discusses some 
of the reasons why beer sales are not 
increasing faster. Three of the reasons 
which the article gives are as follows: 
(1) ‘Beer must compete with coffee, tea, 
milk, and carbonated beverages. (2) 
Brewers have simply not been success- 
ful in establishing beer as a staple item 
in enough homes. (3) The brewing in- 
dustry has not found a satisfactory an- 
swer to the problem of introducing beer 
to a high percentage of the younger 
generation.’ This attitude and intent of 
the brewers are so offensive that all 
Christians should surely rise up like men 
of God.” 

It can clearly be seen in the tele- 
vision programs that many brewers are 
taking courage from the above and are 
endeavoring to introduce beer as a 
household item. 

Contained in the book are helpful com- 
ments made by famous characters of 
history, in addition to texts from the 
Word of God that give full and strong 
reasons for total abstinence. The read- 
er’s attention is called to a statement 
made Wy Thomas Edison: “To put alco- 
hol in the body is like putting sand on 
the bearing of an engine. It doesn’t 
belong.” “Long ago Shakespeare said, 
‘Alcohol is a poison men take into the 
mouth to steal away the brain.’” 

To think of Christians drinking alco- 
holic beverages that have brought such 
misery into the world is beyond com- 
prehension. A trip to the Colony of 
Mercy in Keswick, N, J., or Chester 
Crest, N. Y., where there are men from 
all walks of life who have been utterly 
defeated in life because of drink, should 
convince anyone of the wickedness of 
having anything to do with the system 
in ever so small a way. Thank God, 
there at Keswick and Chester Crest men 
are delivered from the evil habit, as 
through the patient and loving care of 
those in charge the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is presented and men are 
taught in the Word of God. These men 
give convincing evidence that alcohol 
deadens a part of the mind, that it elim- 
inates inhibitions, that it casts a danger- 
ous shadow over the vision, that it 
places a question mark on character, and 
burns up body tissue. One of the ser- 
mons in the book states, “The drinking 
of beverage alcohol causes one to be 
unstable ‘in his steps, unsafe in his driv- 
ing, unsure in his hearing, unclear in 
his seeing, unhealthy in his body, and 
undone in his soul.” 

Many fundamental Christians, Sunday 
school superintendents, teachers, and 
pastors have failed in making the teach- 
ing of abstinence from the use of alco- 
holic beverages. a vital part of their 
ministry. Perhaps some have been led 
to omit it because in some places the 
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subject is put before the essentials of 
the teaching of the Word. Before one 
can be expected to be an abstainer, he 
should, of course, be a born-again Chris- 
tian, one who has recognized himself 
a sinner and has received Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. But this lack of 
proper emphasis upon the essentials by 
some of the Modernists or socializers of 
the Gospel should not cause the mes- 
sengers of the truth to fail to press 
home the desirability and necessity of 
the Christian’s being a total abstainer. 
It is time to bring about a renaissance 
of appealing to all who know and love 
the Lord Jesus Christ to abstain from all 
alcoholic beverage. Thus they become 
Obedient servants, real examples, and 
give evidence of their love for others. 


A favorite statement made by many 
Christians is that they have liberty. 
They do, to be sure, from the power 
and control of the Evil One, or from 
certain man-made laws of Christian con- 
duct; but actually, a paradox of the 
Christian life is that liberty attained in 
one way is but the loss of liberty in 
another sense. It is well known that 
liberty is curtafled as soon as another 
person comes upon the scene; and the 
Word of God states this clearly when 
it declares: “For none of us liveth to 
himself, and no man dieth to himself” 
(Rom. 14:7); “It is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing 
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is 
offended, or is made weak” (Rom. 14: 
21). The extreme idea of liberty, or 
license, in conduct stems from a self- 
centered attitude. Evan H. Hopkins, in 
his comments in “Broken Bread” upon 
a Daily Light portion of Scripture, Dan- 
iel 5:27, “Thou are weighed in the bal- 
ances, and art found wanting,” says, 
“God has called us, not only out of dark- 
ness into light, out of death into life, 
but out of a course of self-seeking into 
a life which has for its end ‘the praise 
of the glory of His grace’ (Eph. 1:6). 
Self is the center of every life that has 
never come under the renewing power 
of God’s grace. It may be strictly moral, 
and even religious, but it will be essen- 
tially self-centered until the great 
change has taken place.” 


Apart from the clear teaching of the 
Word there are many logical reasons 
why a sensible person should be an ab- 
stainer. The book in review states ‘that 
“no person, once he has started drink- 
ing, knows whether he will be able to 
stop. The Chinese have a proverb, ‘A 
journey of a thousand miles begins with 
the first step,’ and a drunkard begins 
with the first drink.” The men at Kes- 
wick testify often to the fact that they 
were first very moderate drinkers, often 
taking just a social drink to please or 
make a good impression upon a friend. 
They tell of how they tried and tried 
to give it up or to return to the first 
moderate stage of drinking, and will 
frequently say, “It’s hard to stop drink- 
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ing.” How much better it would have 
been if they had never started! 

In the sermon, “Removing the Mask,” 
it is stated, speaking of the manufac- 
turers of this legalized poison: “Hear 
their claim—‘It makes a man of distinc- 
tion.’ Their ads show well-groomed and 
smartly dressed men about to take a 
drink. But, isn’t it odd that they never 
show the aftereffects! Why, we preach- 
ers delight in showing what Christian- 
ity can do, in the change that comes 
in the life of a sinner when Christ is 


. allowed to come into the heart. The 


soap salesman knows the best way to 
sell his product is to show by contrast 
how dirty clothes become ‘sunshine 
bright.’ The seller of diet aids finds 
pleasure in showing the fat person be- 
fore and Miss America after, taking his 
particular capsules. But liquor people 
show their customers only before they 
use their product; they never show them 


(Continued on page 846) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Biographies of Martin Luther 


I have been a reader of yours for 
several months and have recently be- 
come a subscriber to your very worth- 
while paper. I am a Lutheran by 
preference, having been a Methodist 
prior to joining the Missouri Synod. 

In a Bible study very recently I be- 
came somewhat incensed at the beatifi- 
cation of Martin Luther by one of the 
members. I began a search for mate- 
rial which has led to this lett#& I 
know that Dr. Luther was a Christ- 
inspired leader of the Reformation, but 
I am sure .that he would rise up in 
righteous indignation if he were to 
hear the things attributed to him by 
many in the Lutheran Church. On 
the other hand, I know that he was 
not the heretic and demonish person 
that the Papists attempt to make him 
out either. 

My problem is this: Do you know 
of an unbiased biography of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther? Where would it be avail- 
able? Could I obtain it and where? 
I feel that this must be done to curb 
this devilish thing in my church.—A 
Minnesota reader. 


There have been, of course, many good 
biographies of Martin Luther. The fol- 
lowing are some which THe Sunpay 
Scnoot Times believes cari be recom- 
mended as giving the true facts of Mar- 
tin Luther’s life, though the Times does 
not have personal knowledge of all that 
is in all of them. 

“Martin Luther,” by Alfred Th. Jor- 
gensen. (Augsburg Pub. House, Minne- 
apolis 15; $3; favorably reviewed in THE 
Sunpay Scuoo. Times, Sept, 11, 1954.) 

“Here I Stand. A life of Martin 
Luther,” by Roland Bainton. (Abingdon 
Press, 810 Broadway, Nashville 2, Tenn., 
$4.75.) 

(Continued on page 836) 
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JIDWELL BIBLE LIZRame> 


IV. Three Cities Perish as Predicted 


And why a fourth still stands today 





area around the Sea of Galilee 
is one of the most beautiful of all 
the land of Israel. The Sea.of Gali- 
lee stretches for some twelve miles from 
north to south, and six to eight miles 
from east to west. In the springtime 
its shores: are dotted with varicolored 
wild flowers. East of the Sea of Gali- 
lee (sometimes called in Scripture “the 
lake of Gennesaret,” as in Luke 5:1, and 
sometimes called “the sea of Tiberias,” 
as in John 6:1) may be seen purple- 
hued mountains. We read in the New 
Testament of four ancient cities which 
were beautifully situated near or on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee. These four 
cities were Capernaum, Chorazin, Beth- 
saida, and Tiberias. Three of these cities 
have perished. Only the last named is 
standing today. 

After our Lord Jesus was rejected by 
the people of Nazareth, He went to live 
in the city of Capernaum on the north- 
ern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

Our Lord performed great and mighty 
works in Capernaum, Chorazin, and 
Bethsaida. We are told that “most of 
his mighty works” were done in these 
three cities (Matt. 11:20ff). 


Bethsaida, the Fisherman’s City 


All three of these cities were within 
a few miles of one another. Bethsaida, 
like Capernaum, was on the northern 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, and Chora- 
zin was within a few miles of the sea. 
Bethsaida was a fishermen’s city. It was 
the home of three of our Lord’s disciples, 
Peter and Andrew and Philip. 

But in spite of all the mighty miracles 
wrought in these three cities, the in- 
habitants did not repent. At last, in 
sorrow of heart because of their con- 
tinued unbelief, our Lord pronounced 
judgment upon them, as recorded in 
Matthew 11:20-24: 

“Then began he to upbraid the cities 
wherein most of his mighty works were 
done, because they repented not: 

“Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto 
thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, 
which were done in you, had been done 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have re- 
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 

“But I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day 
of judgment, than for you. 

“And thou, Capernaum, which art ex- 
alted unto heaven, shalt be brought 
down to hell: for if the mighty works, 
which have been done in thee, had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained 
until this day. 

“But I say unto you, That it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in 
the day of judgment, than for thee.” 

It should be carefully noted that when 


Travelers in Bible lands are always 
glad to come over a hilltop and look 
down on the wide, cool expanse of 
the Sea of Galilee, set like a jewel 
in its green borders below the brown 
hills, It is a relief to the eyes after 
looking for hours on dry, stony 
plains. And it recalls to Bible stu- 
dents many scenes from the life of our 
Lord on earth, which seem to come to 
life again as one strolls about in the 
shade of many kinds of trees and 
gazes at the water lapping against 
the stones at the edge. To see it by 
moonlight is an unforgettable expe- 
rience. In this fourth article of his 
series, Mr. Davis, who has visited 
the lake many times, writes of four 
New Testament cities and the ful- 
fillment of prophecy concerning three 
of them. There will be ten articles 
in all, and the fifth will be published 
in next week’s issue. 








our Lord pronounced judgment upon 
these cities it seemed most improbable 
that they would perish. They enjoyed 
great natural advantages. In describ- 
ing the beauty of the climate and the 
fertility of the land, Dean Farrar says: 
“There were no such trees, and no such 
gardens anywhere in Palestine as in the 
land of Gennesaret. Josephus, in a pas- 
sage of glowing admiration, after de- 
scribing the sweetness of its waters, and 
the delicate temperature of its air, its 
palms, and vines, and oranges, and figs, 
and almonds, and pomegranates, and 
warm springs, says that the seasons 
seemed to compete for the honor of its 
possession, and Nature to have created 
it as a kind of emulative challenge, 
wherein she had gathered all the ele- 
ments of her strength. ‘The cities,’ says 
Josephus, ‘lie very thick; and the very 
numerous villages are so full of people, 
because of the fertility of the land, that 
the very smallest of them contains about 
15,000 inhabitarits. No less than four 
roads communicated with the shores of 
the lake. Through this district passed 
the great caravans on their way from 
Egypt to Damascus.” ‘ 


But all these luxuriant endowments 
of Nature could not keep back the woes 
pronounced by Christ upon Capernaum, 
Chorazin, and Bethsaida. Judgment fell 
on these three cities precisely as pre- 
dicted. An earthquake destroyed Ca- 
pernaum about A.D. 400, and doubtless 
Chorazin and Bethsaida perished at the 
same time. 

As the centuries rolled by, the ruins 
were gradually covered up. But in re- 
cent years archaeologists have unearthed 
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the ruins and they may now be seen 
by all visitors to the Holy Land. 

Ancient Bethsaida’s situation on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee had been 
so beautiful that about A.D. 700, King 
Albalid I of Damascus decided to build 
a magnificent winter palace on the site 
of the ruined city. For fifteen years 
his workmen labored erecting the palace. 
Then King Albalid died, and the great 
palace was never completed. As the 
centuries rolled by, the palace became 
mere ruins. Today about all that re- 
mains of its former grandeur are some 
foundation stones and some unfinished 
mosaic flooring. Archaéologists have 
covered up this mosaic with sand, lest 
it, too, should be carried away by van- 
dals and thus all traces of the palace 
would be lost, 

Now let us go back for a little while 
to the ancient city of Capernaum where 
our Lord spent the greater, part of His 
earthly ministry and performed many 
miracles of healing. In Matthew 8:16 
we read: “When the even was come, 
they brought unto him many that were 
possessed with devils: and he cast out 
the spirits with his word, and healed 
all that were sick.” 

But in spite of all these mighty mir- 
acles the greater part of the people 
of the city remained in unbelief. 


The Centurion of Capernaum 

In the city of Capernaum centuries 
ago there was one man among others 
who believed in the Messiah and who 
was commended by our Saviour. He 
was not a Jew, but a Gentile. He was 
a Roman centurion who had a great 
love for the Jews and had built a syna- 
gogue for them. Jesus had doubtless 
taught many times in this synagogue. 

This Roman centurion had a servant 
whom he loved dearly, whom Jesus 
healed in response to the “great faith” 
of the centurion (Luke 7:1-10). 

But that is not the end of the story 
of the synagogue. For long centuries 
the synagogue lay buried under the 
earth like the rest of the destroyed city. 
Then when many of the ruins of Caper- 
naum were uncovered by modern archae- 
ologists, a man conceived the idea of re- 
storing the ancient synagogue from its 
ruins. At length part of the walls of 
the building were re-erected, and a 
number of the pillars were put in their 
places. 

Then the unexpected happened. The 
architect of the partly restored syna- 
gogue suddenly died—just as King Alba- 
lid had died centuries ago before his 
palace in Bethsaida was completed! The 
native workmen at the Capernaum ruins 
may have whispered among themselves: 
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“See, see, the ancient curse still rests 


upon the city of Capernaum. It cannot- 


be rebuilt!” 


We visited the ruins of the Capernaum 
Synagogue more than once, and we were 
greatly impressed with the beautifully 
carved stones which once ornamented 
that Jewish place of worship. One of 
the carvings depicts the lion, symbol of 
the Messiah as the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah. Another carving is that of the 
star of David, symbol of the Messiah as 
the “Star out of Jacob” (Num. 24:17; 
Rev. 5:5; 22:16). 

There was also another ancient city 
on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. It 
was the city of Tiberias near the south- 
ern end of the lake. In his book en- 
titled, “The Land and the Book,” Dr. 
William M. Thompson says that Tiberias 
was “built about ten years before the 
beginning of Christ’s public ministry, 
by Herod Antipas, and named by him 
‘Tiberias,’ after the Emperor. Josephus 
found it an important place, and scarcely 
another town in Galilee is so often men- 
tioned by him.” 


Not one word of judgment was pro- 


nounced on the city of Tiberias by our’ 


Lord. It his been partially destroyed 
several times, but it has always been 
rebuilt. It is standing and flourishing 
today, while the desolate ruins of the 
other three cities bear testimony to the 
righteéus judgments and the eternal 
verity of the Word of God. 

Since the establishment of the Jewish 
State in 1948, Tiberias has grown, greatly 
and now has a population of some 
20,000 people. When we last visited Is- 
rael in 1953 we saw many hundreds of 
little homes and aluminum huts which 
have been built in Tiberias to accom- 
modate multitudes of Jewish immi- 
grants who have come from other coun- 
tries seeking a homeland in Israel. 

Tiberias has been noted for centuries 
for its health-giving springs. Many still 
come to Tiberias seeking the curative 
properties of its famous springs. Other 
visitors come to enjoy the fresh fish 
caught in the blue waters of the sea. 
The fishing boats of the Jews still bring 
their catch of fresh fish from the sea. 
Mrs. Davis and I greatly enjoyed sit- 
ting at a table beside the sea at Tiberias, 
eating a large fresh fish that had been 
caught in the lake. We greatly enjoyed 
the experience of eating beside the lake 
on which our Lord sailed so often, and 
where His fishermen-disciples cast their 
nets and where our Lord stilled the 
wind and the waves by His words, 
“Peace, be still.” 

Each time we have visited Tiberias 
and the area around the Sea of Galilee 
we have been impressed anew with the 
truthfulness and the supernatural in- 
spiration of the Word of God. There are 
the ruins of three cities, destroyed ex- 
actly as foretold by our Lord, and one 
city, Tiberias, upon which no word of 
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judgment was uttered, still standing and 
flourishing after nineteen long centuries! 

Let us believe the Word of God! Let 
us heed its warnings and its precepts, 
and appropriate by faith its precious 
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promises. Let us read it day by day. 
And let us share God’s Word with others 
that they, too, may enjoy its wondrous 
blessing. 

(To be continued) 


How To Teach Bible Alphabets 


Fixing Scripture verses in young mindg for use in later life 


HILDREN today respond to Bible 

alphabet exercises just as eagerly 
as did the little ones years ago. 
No child should leave the Primary or 
Junior departments without being equip- 
ped with a working knowledge of at 
least twenty-six Scripture verses. In 
after years, the sight of a single letter 
may bring to mind a verse learned years 
before and which began with that letter. 


One leader worked out an alphabet 
of “Jesus said” verses, using only verses 
taken from the Gospels. She could not 
find anything for the letters Q and X, 
but had one for the other twenty-four. 
These verses were taught to Juniors. 
The same leader used with another 
group verses from the Psalms. 


An old idea is to use cutout letters 
about twelve inches high. As the teacher 
holds up a letter, the class repeats the 
verse associated with it. This is a good 
exercise to use when the little ones are 
restless; it provides opportunity to 
change position and divert the attention. 
If you cannot procure cutout letters, try 
outlining them on squares of cardboard 
or writing them on the blackboard. It 
is almost necessary to have some sort 
of visible connection between the letters 
and the verse itself. 

Another good plan that world very 
successfully in several schools was to 
learn a verse each Sunday for six 
months. That covered a _ twenty-six- 
week period, and gave a letter for each 
week. Strips ef paper, about one inch 
wide and nine inches long, were pro- 
vided for each child, one for each Sun- 
day. The first Sunday the strip which 
each child took home had a colored “A,” 
followed by John 13:34, “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another.” The text was 
not written out, but was taught orally. 
The reference was given so that the 
child might obtain help from the par- 
ents in learning the verse during the 
week. The second Sunday a letter “B” 
was used, and each Sunday there was 
a new strip of paper and another letter. 
At the end of six months each child had 
his own attendance record. The slips 
were fastened together with a touch of 
paste and made into a long chain. 

In another school, the same idea was 
used, but handled a little differently. 
The slips were the same, but each time 
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a child could repeat a verse without 
error a gold star marked it. 

In another school, the alphabet cards 
were illustrated. Each verse had a pic- 
ture to illustrate the verse. As the 
verses were learned the children them- 
selves selected the illustration, bringing 
the picture on the following Sunday. Of 
course there were always a number 
brought, then the little ones themselves 
selected the one they felt best expressed 
the thought gf the text. Perhaps this part 
of the service was the most valuable, 
for it showed how much the children 
understood the words. 

Children tire easily, and to repeat 
twenty-six verses, one after another, is 
quite a task. I have found that to tie 
in a verse with a familiar song varies 
the program and also serves to clinch 
the thought of the verse. With a num- 
ber of songs interspersed, the reciting 
of the alphabet makes a good number 
for a special day program. 

Select short verses, and wherever pos- 
sible use a Golden Text or other Memory 
Verse that has been learned. This 
serves to tie together all Bible teaching. 

The verses learned at this time will 
never be quite forgotten. Some day, 
some place, the words will be recalled. 

MIAMI, FLA, 
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Biographies of Martin Luther 
(Continued from second page) 


“The Life and Times of Martin 
Luther,” by J. H, Merle d’Aubigné, D.D. 
(Moody Press, 820 North LaSalle St., 
Chicago 10; $3.50; this is one of the 
best.) 

“Martin Luther, The Hero of the Ref- 
ormation,” by Henry Eyster Jacobs. (G. 
P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1898; out 


of print.) 


Dr. d’Aubigné was one of the great 
theologians and historians of the past 
century. He was president of the The- 
ological. School of Geneva, and vice- 
president of the Société Evangélique. 
One of his greatest works was the four- 
volume “History of the Reformation of 
the Sixteenth Century,” which contains 
many of the important facts of Martin 
Luther’s life. The one-volume edition 
of this history, containing the text of 
all four volumes, which the Editor owns, 
is out of print, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





of Gnostic manuscripts in Egypt 

has brought to light one written in 
Rome about A.D. 140. Professor Van 
Unnik, who edits it, finds a number of 
clear references to the New Testament 
and a still larger number of “echoes.” 
From this he concludes that “in Rome 
about that time a collection of writings 
was known and accepted as authoritative 
which was virtually identical with our 
New Testament” (Expository Times). 

Spanish Protestants find it increas- 
ingly difficult to obtain civil marriage, 
Catholic judges refusing to marry them. 
Mr. Percy Buffard reports: “In one or 
two large cities, I understand that a 
certificate of excommunication can be 
obtained from a Roman priest and this 
will be accepted as proof that the in- 
terested party is no longer a Catholic. 
In the majority of cases it is almost 
impossible to obtain marriage by civil 
law if either of the parties was baptized 
as a child into the Roman Catholic 
Church.” News now comes, however, 
that a Madrid court decision makes prob- 
able the rectification of this barbarous 
situation. One hopes so, 

A Danish contributor to Reformation 
calls attention to articles in a leading 
Danish newspaper asking to what end 
the Danish National Church exists. “It 
will soon have to choose between his- 
toric Christianity and an anemic, god- 
less Gospel. We feel as if in the Danish 
Church we stood on an iceflow rather 
than on a solid rock. No one who'is in 
Spiritual difficulty and calls in the aid 
of a pastor of the State Church, whom 
he does not know, can be sure that his 
ministrations will be in agreement with 
the confessions of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church.” The writer calls for a 
new alignment, a Twentieth Century 
Reformation, which will give Scripture 
its rightful place. 


The “African Challenge” is the lead- 
ing native paper in Africa, published 
in Nigeria and read in many areas, It 
is bright, intelligent, levelheaded, a 
credit to Negro ability. The correspond- 
ence column is interesting. 

“I was a notorious pagan until I 
Started to read the Bible. Now I know 
that there is only one God, the Creator. 
A passage in the Bible says that ‘he 
that heareth my word and believeth on 
him that sent me hath everlasting life.’ 
I do not believe in talismans and hand- 
made gods, but in the true God.”—Ma- 
lomo Omagbemi, Burutu. 

“I differ from N. E. N, [in the Novem- 
ber issue] in his saying that cinema- 
going is no sin because wearing fine 
clothes, living in good houses, and other 


| Dee Notes.—The discovery 


such things are not sinful, He should 
remember that the majority of practices 
in the cinema are opposed to the rule 
of God, such as burglaring others’ prop- 
erties, committing adultery, and other 
things. The movie is a box of sins.”— 
O. A. Abasi, Ibadan, 

“T used to be fond of reading detective 
novels, but since I started reading the 
Challenge I have substituted the Bible 
for the novels. In reading the Bible I 
not only get knowledge, but my soul 
also gets its daily food.”—K. K. G., Bema, 
Gold Coast. 

“When reading the African Challenge 
I came to a place where it said that some 
lorry passengers were riding to a sud- 
den death. At the end of the story I 
read, ‘Decide today.’ I fully repent of 
my sins and trust in Jesus Christ.”— 
G. Okafor, Boji Agbou. 

“Please advise me how to abandon my 
sins. My chains of sin will not permit 
me to leave my sinful ways.”—J. M. G., 
Transvaal, S. Africa. 

An editorial complains of a new school 
textbook for learning English because 
eight pages out of thirty-two contain 
drawings of cigarettes. “Why should to- 
bacco companies teach our women this 
unnatural habit in their advertisements? 
Why teach our young people to enjoy the 
lustful near-nakedness of godless civil- 
ization?” They want nothing more to do 
with the nakedness of bygone paganism. 


“Why I Can No Longer Be a Roman 
Catholic,” by Doctor of Letters Gabriel 
Million, former Carmelite monk. 

“I can no longer be a Roman Catholic 
because no longer do I march in the 
same direction as Rome. Catholicism is 
the result of a long evolution, still con- 
tinuing, in which many errors are min- 
gled with incontestable truths. It can- 
not now move in another direction; it 
has cut its bridges. This evolution re- 
moves it daily further from the teach- 
ing of Christ and His apostles, 

“I cannot longer be a Roman Catholic 
because I cannot accept a doctrine that 
does not have the witness of Scripture. 
To support tradition by the authority of 
the church and the, authority of the 
church by tradition is but a vicious 
circle. 

“I cannot longer be a Roman Catholic 
because the teaching of Christ is in- 
finitely richer than Catholic theology. 
This theology seems rich by its accumu- 
lation of opinions, but this only hides 
its poverty. It is a wonderful experi- 
ence to surrender one’s mind to Christ 
and let Him show the great riches of the 
thought of God. How poor the Summa 
Theologiae beside that! One can speak 
of Catholic poverty (Rev. 3:17): ‘Know- 
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est not that thou art wretched, and mis- 
erable, and poor, and blind.’ 

“I cannot longer be a Roman Catholic 
because of the imperfect Catholic con- 
cept of perfection. Paul’s perfect man 
is able to distinguish the true and the 
false. Such maturity and discernment 
is impossible in Catholicism, where error 
and truth are intermingled. In spite 
of the ‘saints’ of which Rome boasts, 
She is unable to form aught else than 
spiritual babes. 

“I can no longer be a Roman Catholic 
because of Rome’s relations with the 
powers of darkness. Not only does Rome 
seek power in this world, but also sup- 
port in the world of spirits. Around 
the cult of ‘saints’ and prayer for the 
dead, a formidable spiritist system has 
been organized. This is one of the sins 
that provoked the destruction of Canaan. 
Catholic miracles are impure, and 
Lourdes is a capital city of this im- 
purity.” 

(At the date of writing the French 
Republic is using a picture of Lourdes 
as six franc postage stamp.) 


The foreign policies of our State De- 
partment have in late years too often 
proved to be a vexation and disappoint- 
ment, hence we can but rejoice in the 
following news: 

Since 1946 the United States Govern- 
ment has negotiated treaties of friend- 
ship, commerce, and navigation with 
twelve different countries. All these 
treaties have provisions concerning re- 
ligious liberty save that with Haiti, nego- 
tiated by Vice-President Nixon. They 
Stipulate that: 

1. Nationals of either country, resid- 
ing.in the territory of the other, will 
be permitted to conduct religious activ- 
ities and to acquire or lease buildings 
for religious purposes. 

2. Nationals of either country, resid- 
ing in the territory of.the other, will be 
allowed to organize, control, and man- 
age corporations or associations for re- 
ligious purposes, subject to the laws of 
that country. 

3. Nationals of either country, resid- 
ing in the territory of the other, shall 
not be subjected to taxes, fees, or other 
charges in excess of, or other than, those 
imposed upon the nationals of that coun- 


4. That nationals of either country, 
residing in the territory of the other, 
shall be allowed to exercise liberty of 
conscience and freedom of worship, and 
they may, individually or collectively, 
without molestation, conduct religious 
services and give religious instructions 
in their houses and in other appropriate 
buildings. 
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LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 6. JESUS MEETS HUMAN NEEDS 


Luke 5:1 to 6:16; printed text, 5:12-15, 27-32 


Golden Text.—They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 5:12 And it came to pass, when he was in a certain 
city, behold a man full of leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell 
on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, 


thou canst make me clean. 


13 And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, 
I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed 


from him. 


14 And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew 
thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according 
as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

15 But so much the more went there a fame abroad of 
him: and great multitudes came together to hear, and to 


be healed by him of their infirmities, 


27 And after these things he went forth, and saw a 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

NE of the notable characteristics of 
O Luke’s Gospel is its emphasis on 

the prayer life of our Lord. At 
least ten occasions are noted when He 
prayed, quite a few of these being pe- 
culiar to Luke’s Gospel, 

1. At the time of His baptism (Luke 
3:21). 

2. Retirement for prayer in the midst 
of strenuous ministry (5:16). 

3. A night of prayer before appoint- 
ing the apostles (6:12). 

4. It was in connection with a season 
of prayer that He asked the question 
which elicited Peter’s great confession 
(9: 18-20). 

5. Prayer was the purpose of His go- 
ing up the mountain where He was 
transfigured (vs. 28, 29). 

6. The report of the Seventy stirred 
Him to prayer (10:17-22). 

7. It was His praying that moved the 
disciples to ask for a lesson in prayer 
(11:1). 

8. He prayed for Peter in his spiritual 
peril (22:31, 32). 

9. Gethsemane was a scene of prayer 
(vs. 41-45). 

10. Prayer on the cross (23:34, 46). 

In addition to these we have the two 
great lessons in prayer in chapters 11 
and 18. Notice that two of the above 
occasions of prayer are in this week’s 
lesson portion (5:16; 6:12). 

One incident in this week’s reading 
section is peculiar to Luke—the miracu- 
lous draught of fishes (5:1-11). John 
relates a similar event, but one which 
took place after the Resurrection (John 
21:1-6). We should not confuse,the two. 


but sinners to repentance.—Luke 5:31, 


| came not to call the righteous, 


publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and 
he said unto him, Follow me. 

28 And he left all, rose up, and followed him. 

29 And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: 


and there was a great company of publicans and of others 


that sat down with them. 
30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his 


disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans 


and sinners? 


ance, 


31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are 
whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 


32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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While the printed portion of our les- 
son includes only two incidents out of 
these two wonderful chapters, it is to be 
hoped that the others will not go un- 
noticed. There is some rich teaching, 
too, especially about the passing from the 
old economy to the new (5:33-39). 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 5:12.—“. . . behold a man full 
of leprosy .. . saying, Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean.” Note the 
phrase, “full of leprosy,” showing Doc- 
tor Luke’s interest in the stage of the 
disease. See also the measure of faith 
—full confidence in Christ’s ability, but 
doubt about His willingness. 


Verse 13.—“And he. . . touched him, 
saying, I will .. . And immediately the 
leprosy departed from him.” Matthew 
and Luke both indicate the technique 
of the Great Physician. It is the tech- 
nique of love. He “touched him.” The 
cure was immediate. That phrase, “left 
him,” suggests the alien nature of lep- 
rosy. It does not belong to man as a 
part of him. 


Verse 14.— “. . . go, and shew thyself 
to the priest ... according as Moses com- 
manded .. .” The charge to silence is 
one of the characteristics of Christ’s 
ministry which has puzzled many. He 
was not a showman: For the ordinances 
regarding the cleansed leper see Leviti- 
cus 14. Jesus did not treat the Law of 
Moses lightly, although He ignored the 
many. traditions that had grown up 
around it. 


Verse 15.—*“. . . a fame abroad of him 
. to hear, and to be healed...” For 
“fame” read “the word concerning him.” 
It was no cheap rumor, but a true report 
that filled the countryside. Note the 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


double purpose of the crowd’s coming 
—“to hear, and to be healed.” 

Verse 27.—“, . @ publican, named 
Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom 

. . Follow me.” Levi is later called 
Matthew (6:15), and he so refers to 
himself (Matt. 9:9). It may be that 
Matthew was his postconversion name, 
by which he preferred to be called. He 
was actually in his booth, probably col- 
lecting custom from the loca] fishermen, 
when Jesus called him. 

Verse 28.—“‘And he left all, rose up, 
and followed him.” Note the unhesi- 
tating and complete response. One won- 
ders how much previous contact he had 
with Jesus to prepare him for this crisis 
moment. Conversion may be instanta- 
neous, but there is frequently long -- 
aration, 

Verse 29.—“And Levi made him a great 
feast ...a great company of publicans 

. -’ Doubtless the purpose of the feast 
was to have the men of his own social 
circle, who were not accepted in the 
best Jewish society, meet Jesus. Here 
is the first evangelistic supper on record. 

Verse 30.—*, .. Why do ye eat and 
drink with publicans and sinners?” The 
complaint against the disciples was, of 
course, aimed at Jesus Himself. “Pub- 
licans [taxgatherers] and sinners” were 
of the same stripe in the eyes of the 
Pharisee. No doubt many of them were 
unscrupulous extortioners, and they 
were regarded as collaborators with the 
Romans. 

Verse 31.—. . . They that are whole 
need not a physician; but they that are 
sick.” Jesus was present, not as a social 
personage, but as the Physician of souls. 
He was therefore in His proper “ele- 
ment” among the “sick.” 
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Verse 32—“I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
So long as men deem themselves right- 
eous, the call-to repentance has no 
meaning for them, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Effective treatment of leprosy is one 
of the greatest feats of medical science 
in our generation. Till recently this was 
one of the hopeless diseases, condemning 
the victim to a living death till death 
itself ended his misery. 

In Israel, leprosy was a triple scourge 
—physical, social, and religious. The 
leper could not live as a member of the 
community, but was “without the camp.” 
In addition to this social isolation, he 
was barred from any part in the Temple 
worship. He could not come near the 
holy things. Even Uzziah, the royal 
leper, had to dwell apart, deprived of 
the privileges of society and the Temple. 

The leper who came to Jesus, then, 
was conscious of a deep, desperate need. 
What he had seen and heard of Jesus 
convinced him that here was one able 
to deliver him. It might be too much 
to say that in Jesus he recognized the 
Son of God, but at least he saw in Him 
one with whom was the power of God, 
as it was with Elijah and Elisha of old. 
‘He had no claim on Jesus, that this 
power should be exerted in his behalf, 
but this was his only hope. His prayer 
was almost a challenge. His need was 
his only plea as he called upon Jesus 
to match His ability with willingness. 

There was no need for that “if” (v. 
12). The will of Jesus to save is as 
wide as His power to save. The plea 
of need is not denied. 

We speak of, moral leprosy. In the 
eyes of the “better” Jews, publicans, 
who collected the taxes under the Roman 
system, were moral lepers. Their very 
occupation marked them as traitors, col- 
laborators, “spivs.” And no doubt they 
were as a class unscrupulous, practic- 
ing extortion to the limit of their abil- 
ity to get away with it. 

Jesus was just as interested in this 
group of “moral lepers” as He was in 
those afflicted with the physical scourge, 
and He offered Himself as physician to 
them also. In face of the criticism of 
the elite He encouraged their company, 
and at least two of them became notable 
converts—Zacchaeus and Matthew, the 
latter becoming one of the twelve apos- 
tles and writer of one of our Gospels. 
Here, too, willingness and ability match 
each other. For the encouragement of 
great sinners He says, “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37), and “he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him” (Heb. 7:25). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The salvation of a physical leper 
(Luke 5: 12-15) 
2. The salvation of .a moral leper (5: 
. 27-32) 
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Last Week's Lesson 
5. October 30.—Jesus Proclaims His 
Mission ,.Luke 4:16-44 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7. November 13.—Jesus Teaches How 








To Live Luke 6:17-49 
Topics for Development 
The Technique of Love. There is 


something fascinating about the way 
Jesus does things as well as about the 
things He does. Here was a man in an 
advanced stage of leprosy. It had taken, 
over his body more and more until there 
was no more to take over. But in the 
presence of Jesus new hope surged— 
“Thou canst”; but it was coupled with 
fear—“If thou wilt.”. How completely 
Jesus understood this mingled faith and 
fear, so that, in responding to the man’s 
faith, He ministered also to his fear, 
both by the word of assurance—“I will”; 
and a touch! What? touch a man full 
of leprosy? That was the technique of 
love. That touch brought the leper out 
of his social ostracism, and cancelled his 
excommunication, while it made the 
contact by which healing, cleansing, life~ 
giving virtue flowed from the mighty 
Christ of God through the disease-in- 
fested body. No wonder “the leprosy 
left him”! It fled before the touch of 
the Holy One of God! 

Publicans. As a class, publicans were 
thoroughly hated and despised, and as a 
class they probably had well earned the 
ostracism of their fellow Jews. They 
generally formed their own social circle, 
and what they lacked in standing they 
could make yp in luxury. But under- 
neath this wrapping of hardness and 
worldliness and greed there were longing 
hearts, hungry hearts, and Jesus knew 
it. While He used the flail upon the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT aspect of the life of Christ 
does Luke present again and again? 

2. What incident in this week’s read- 
ing portion is related by Luke only? 

3. What medical touch is seen in Luke’s 
account of the leper? 

4. How far did the leper’s faith go? 

5. What great Gospel verses indicate 
our Lord’s (1) ability, (2) willingness 
to save? 

6. Why did the Lord enjoin silence 
on the cleansed leper? 

7. Who were the publicans? 

8. How were the publicans regarded 
by their fellow Jews? 

9. Name two publicans who were glo- 
riously converted. 

10. How did Matthew try to reach his 
friends for Christ? 


(Answers on page 844) 
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religious leaders of Israel, condemning 
their hypocrisy, He had a tender com- 
passion for those of the sinner class, 
and it is quite remarkable that the pub- 
licans to whom we are introduced in the 
Gospels turn out well: There was Zac- 
chaeus, who was changed from a greedy 
extortionist to a man of equity and gen- 
erosity (Luke 19:1-9). In the parable 
of the Pharisee and the Publican it is 
the publican that goes home justified 
(18:9-14). And here we have Matthew. 
They are not a bad crowd—once they 
come in touch with the Lord Jesus! 


Practical Applications 


There is no case beyond the practice 
of the Great Physician. 

Tell the whole world that He is both 
able and willing to save the uttermost 
sinner with an uttermost salvation. 

The touch of Jesus brought health and 
blessing. What kind of touch have you? 

The despised classes were Jesus’ spe- 
cial care. See that you despise none. 

Why do you have dinner parties? To 
maintain your social standing, or to in- 
troduce your friends to Jesus? 


Golden Text 

Luke 5:31, 32.—“They that are whole 
need not a physician; but they that are 
sick. I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.” In saying 
this, Jesus did not imply that the Phari- 
sees were not sinners. They were, but 
were not ready to acknowledge it. There- 
fore He could not be to them the Physi- 
cian and Saviour. It has been said, “You 
must get people lost before you can get 
them saved.” 

ELMuurstT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 

“The Great Physician Now Is Near” 

“Down in the Valley With My Saviour” 
“It May Not Be on the Mountain's Height” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Lord, whose compassions fail not, 
forgive us that purs do often fail in the 
face of others’ needs. Make us alert to 
see and ready to help the troubled and 
distressed, but also to remember we 
need Thy cleansing power if we would 
be of the greatest help to others. There- 
fore, cleanse us anew and then make 
us willing all to leave and follow Thee 
in Thy ministry to human need. Pros- 
per the work of all Thy consecrated 
servants in our world today, and bring 
the healing influence of the Gospel to 
bear upon men and nations everywhere. 
Hear us for those we love who are ill 
or in trouble, that they may be relieved; 
and for those of them who refuse the 
call of Thy mercy, that they may re- 
pent and believe. Bless our study here 
now and make us doers of Thy Word, 
not hearers only. Give godly leaders 
and rulers to this and other nations, and 





840 (8) 


may we all learn so to trust and obey 
Thee that our lives will give forth only 
wholesome influences. Hear us for Thy 
Son’s sake. Amen. ; 


After the Lesson.—Whittier wrote: 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
Beside the Syrian sea, 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 
Let us, like them, without a word 
Rise up and follow Thee. 
The lines remind us of the Galilean fish- 
ermen Jesus called to follow Him, but 
they may also remind us of Matthew, 


THEN LET HIM “tse YOU 














since he was of Capernaum “beside the 
Syrian sea” of Galilee. Called to follow 
Christ, he left his profitable position as 
readily as the fishermen had left their 
profitable fishing. And how much the 
world owes to these men who became 
Christ’s aposties! And how much it still 
owes to all who now put Christ and His 
service first! Have you found Christ as 
your Saviour? Then, remember you are 
saved to serve and should yield to 
Christ to be what He wants you to be. 

Recently I heard two new outgoing 
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missionaries tell how they heard the call, 
“Follow me.” One heard it while taking 
a course in engineering. The other, 
when well started in his practice as a 
young lawyer. His Lord’s call required 
the one to turn from his engineering to 
hold forth Christ in South America. It 
required the other to turn from his law 
practice to give the Gospel to people 
in India. The willingness with which 
those men 
Turned from home and toil and kindred 
Leaving all for His dear sake 
should be in us. As we hear the eall, 
“Follow me,” let our answer be, 
I'll go where you want me to go, dear 
Lord, 
O’er mountain, or plain, or sea; 
I'll say what you want me to say, dear 
Lord, 
I'll be what you want me to be. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
und other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


PRICE OF DISCIPLESHIP ! 


ee 


“Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we 
have left ALL, and have followed 
thee.-Jesus answered: ,+-Thereis no 
man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my sake, and 
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The gospel's, but he shall receive an hun- 
dredfold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, dnd sisters, and mothers, and 
children, and lands, with persecutions; 
and in the world to come eternal life? 


MK. 10: 28-30 
¢ » Reso, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... behold a man full of leprosy ... 
besought him .. .” (Luke 5:12).—It is 
impossible for us to understand perfectly 
what it must have meant for the Lord 
Jesus to come from Heaven’s unsullied 
light and glory to this sinful world to 
meet all forms and phases of human 
need—even that of a person “full of 
leprosy.” 

One preacher, J. T. Mawson of whom 
I read, received a faint insight into it 
as a result of a personal experience. 

He accepted an invitation to a leper 
colony in the West Indies, to preach the 
Gospel to the pitiable victims within it 
—whose only door out of their prison 
was death. One hundred and forty of 
them gathered in the chapel. A moving 
sight—the faces of many of them dis- 
torted out of all human semblance, and 
the atmosphere was foul with their cor- 
ruption, producing in him violent nausea. 

He said: “I wondered greatly at the 
altruistic heroism and love and pity that 
could have moved the Christian doctor 
and matron to live and labor there and 
to give their lives for the sake of those 
dying Negroes. 

“But from them my thoughts turned 
to the Lord who came to live among 
men, a race of moral lepers—and what 
is physical corruption in comparison with 
spiritual and moral corruption? It was 
divine love that made Him do it, love 
that transcends all human speech and 
thought; it alone brought Him here to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom 
for many. And this calls not for admira- 
tion as we might justly yield to fellow 
mortals who do great deeds, but for 
adoration, for worship such as only ran- 
somed souls can give to the God of all 
grace.” 

“|. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean” (Luke 5:12).—In all 
likelihood this leper was the first per- 
son afflicted with that dread disease to 
present himself to the Lord for cleans- 
ing. There was no precedent for him 
to follow. Hence his faith was very, 
very remarkable. He did not doubt the 
Lord’s ability to make him _ whole; 
though he did question the Lord’s will- 
ingness to do it. “If thou wilt, thou 
canst.” 

He found the Saviour willing, ready, 
and able—as does every needy one who 
comes to Him, even though as full of 
sin as the leper was of leprosy. 

Dr. David Brown said leprosy “fur- 
nished the whole nation a familiar and 
affecting symbol of sin, considered as 
(1) loathsome, (2) spreading, (3) incur- 
able.” Heaven’s only remedy for moral 
and spiritual leprosy is the precious 
shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“_.. tell no man: but ... shew thyself 
to the priest .. .” (Luke 5:14).—In this 
particular case, it seems the Lord wanted 
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Lesson for November 6 


this miracle to be a testimony to the 
priest rather than to the people. The 
priest was the one who pronounced the 
man unclean (see Lev. 14); and it was 
his privilege and responsibility to an- 
nounce him as having been cleansed. 

The dispensation of Law was still run- 
ning its course when this incident oc- 
curred, hence it was proper for the Lord 
to tell the cleansed man to offer the 
sacrifice Moses in the Law commanded 
for such a case. 

Upon hearing this man’s testimony, 
the priest should have announced to the 
nation that God was manifest in flesh, 
in the person of Jesus Christ; for he 
knew that only God could cleanse such 
a leper. (See 2 Kings 5:7.) But he 
failed in the performance of his duty. 
This leper had addressed Jesus as “Lord” 
and had placed faith in Him; but we 
never read of that priest’s doing it. 

We rejoice with priests today who 
say, as one did recently, “The Lord Jesus 
opened my eyes as He did those of thou- 
sands of others, and I with great joy 
wish to testify of His love and truth and 
how through darkness I was led to light.” 


“And he left all, rose up, and followed 


him” (Luke 5:28).—When the Lord 
Jesus called Levi, he was engaged in 
the interesting business of taking in 
money. 


My wife was riding in an auto on the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bridge with 
some missionaries who had returned 
from China. When the car had passed 
the tollgate, the young son of the mis- 
sionaries exclaimed: “What a job that 
man has”’—referring to the toll collec- 
tor—“just taking in money all day!” 

That seemed a most enviable position, 
for, along with his family, he had just 
been released from a concentration camp, 
where money was virtually an unknown 
commodity. 

When Levi—or Matthew, for he is the 
same man (“Matthew was. his ordinary 
name,” says John Calvin, “but his being 
a publican was the reason he took a 
foreign name”)—heard the Lord's call, 
he promptly left all, rose up, and fol- 
lowed Him. 

Then, instead of collecting money, he 
began spending it; for he made a great 
feast for the Lord in his own house. 
When the scribes and Pharisees saw the 
great company of “publicans and... 
others” at the feast, they murmured 
against the disciples. And that was the 
moment the Lord Jesus made the star- 
tling remark, “I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
How few even today realize that it is 
their sins—not their righteousnesses— 
that give them a claim on the Saviour. 
(See Isa. 64:6.) 

A preacher was considerably surprised 
while he was in the pulpit reading the 
text: “This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners; of whom I am chief” to hear a 
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man in the pew call out, “Please read 
that again, Pastor.” Upon obliging, he 
heard the man in the audience say, 
“That makes my saul: feel so good!” 
Never was there better news. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when the Pharisees criti- 

cized the Lord Jesus Christ for go- 
ing with publicans and sinners, He 
replied by saying: “They that are whole 
need not a physician; but they that are 
sick. I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.” The fact 
that you are a sinner makes you the 
object of His saving and keeping power 
—if you accept Him. 

Let me show you how this works by 
telling you about a young fellow who 
was in my Sunday school class. We 
will call him Burt, though that was not 
his real name. He came to the city 
with his family who moved in from 
their farm in the country. They joined 
our church, and Burt was assigned to 
my boys’ class. Burt was a serious kind 
of boy, and timid, too. He was a coun- 
try boy and did not find it easy to ad- 
just himself to city ways, but he was a 
boy of convictions and purpose, and 
very soon made a profession of his faith 
in Christ and was received into the 
church. 

I told him that one good way (prob- 
ably the best way) to become a strong 
Christian was to try to win others to 
Christ. But he said he didn’t know 
anybody, and he might offend a stranger. 
I gave him a “Testament for Fishers of 
Men” that showed him how to answer 
objections by the use of God’s Word, 
and told him not to be afraid, but to 
strike out in faith. He would doubtless 
be sitting beside somebody in the street- 
car, or would meet casually some 
stranger’ on the street whom he could 
ask the simple question, “Are you a 
Christian?” I told him I had never had 
anyone to take offense at that. He 
promised he would try, and I warned 
him always to pray for guidance before 
speaking. 

Well, Burt had a very stirring ex- 
perience one night soon afterward as he 
stood in a crowd gathered in front of a 
street show. He was touching elbows 
with a big, rough-looking fellow, whom 
Burt thought surely must need Christ 
—he looked so mean. Touching the 
man’s sleeve, Burt said, “Mister, are you 
a Christian?” The big fellow turned 
and glowered on him and hissed through 
his teeth, “What the —— you got to do 
with it?” Burt backed away, apolo- 
getically, saying, “I’m sorry, mister, I 
didn’t mean to make you mad; I just 
want everybody to know Christ.” 

Telling me about it later, he said, “I 
got away from there, because he looked 
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like he was going to hit me.” “Well,” 
I said; “Burt, you stuck your neck out 
for the Lord and you will get a bless- 
ing out of it—and who knows but you 
gave that fellow something to think 
about. Let’s pray that the Lord will 
bless the effort.” 

About .a week later, Burt came rushing 
into my office downtown, saying ex- 
citedly, “Mr. Smith, I’ve just been talk- 
ing to that man again! I was walking 
along with the crowd on the sidewalk 
and somebody touched me on the shoul- 
der and I looked around and it was that 
man! And he said, ‘Ain’t you the young 
fellow that spoke to me in the crowd 
the other night?’ And I said, ‘Yes, but 
I apologized and said I wouldn’t bother 
you any more!’ ‘Yes, I know,’ he said, 
‘but I need to apologize to you; you kinda 
got under my skin, and I was rough to 
you. I’ve been lookin’ for you ever since 
to apologize; and I want to tell you that 
after I saw you, I went to church last 
Sunday for the first time in twenty 
years.’ 

“TI asked him if he heard a good ser- 
mon, and he said Yes, but it was too 
late. He said he had been such a sin- 
ner that Jesus Christ wouldn’t have 
anything to do with him now. And I 
said, ‘Come around here on this side 
street, out of the crowd, I want to show 
you something. You are the very fellow 
Christ is looking for—see here in Luke 
5:32 He says, “I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”’” 

Then with dancing eyes, Burt said, 
“Mr. Smith, he gave me his hand and 
accepted Christ right there on the side- 


walk! He’s waiting for me up there 
now. He wants to join the Baptist 
Church! Must we run people into the 


Baptist Church? I asked him to wait 
until I could run down here and ask you 
about it.” 

“Sure,” I told him, “run him in there 
as hard as he can go; it’s the very church 
for him if that is his preference.” So 
Burt darted out of my office and found 
his man waiting on the corner where 
he had left him, 

I got in touch with the Baptist min- 
ister to whom Burt directed his man, 
and was told that the man had been 
received by confession and baptism into 
the church the next Sunday following 
Burt’s interview with him on the corner. 

“In the morning sow thy seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thine hand: 
for thou knowest not whether shall 
prosper, either this or that, or whether 
they both shall be alike good” (Eccles. 
11:6). 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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The Lord Jesus Christ moved among 
men freely; and, though His very pres- 
ence forbad the breath of that which was 
defiled, the veriest outcasts were drawn 
to Him by resistless attraction, and lav- 
ished tears and kisses of love upon His 
feet—A. T, Pierson, D.D, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Sad Mistake.—They that are whole 

need not a physician; but they that are 
sick. I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance (Luke 5:31, 
32, Golden Text). The British military 
hospital was full of badly wounded sol- 
diers. A nurse was overheard to say to 
one of them, “You have no need to worry 
over your sins; anyone who gives his 
life for his country, as you have been 
willing to do, is all right.” The soldier 
smiled faintly, but shook his head and 
replied: “That is a mistake! When I 
lay out there in the open, I knew I had 
done my bit. I hadn’t failed my king 
and country; but that didn’t help me to 
face God. I wasn’t fit to die, and I knew 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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it, and it has been an awful trouble to 
me every day since. But when I heard 
a Christian lady who visited us here 
pray, I saw that the Lord Jesus had been 
punished for all my sins, that I might 
go free, and peace has come into my 
heart. How wonderful of Him to die for 
one like me!” No works of righteousness 
we have done can save us, for our right- 
eousnesses are but as filthy rags in the 
sight of the all-holy God. Let the name 
of Christ be all our trust—From Bible 
Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


The Entrance Requirement.—But they 
that are sick (Luke 5:31, Golden Text). 
A woman who was speaking enthusi- 
astically of a certain bath establishment 
which was not open to the public, but 
which received people only when sent 
there by physicians, explained, “You’ve 
got to have something the matter with 
you to get in.” That is precisely the 
condition of entrance into the healing 
and ‘joys of life in Christ—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Nena T. 
Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Better Than the Healing.—And he put 
forth his hand, and touched him, saying, 
I will: be thou clean. And immediately 
the leprosy departed from him (Luke 
5:13), At a Christian women’s fellowship 
the leader said, “Mrs. —— has had a 
wonderful deliverance by the Lord. It’s 
a miracle. I hope she will tell us some- 
thing about it. I am sure it will bring 
great blessing to each of us to hear it.” 
Mrs. ——, a very quiet person, with a 
face that tells of a close walk with the 
Lord, said: “Ladies, it is true indeed 
what our leader has told you. God has 
granted me a great healing; but there’s 
something else He has done for me, 
while waiting upon Him for the healing. 
He has brought me into closer fellowship 
with Himself, and taught me to wait on 
Him in a way I never knew before. My 
deliverance has put an awe upon me 
and a more godly fear, and reverence. 
These great deliverances He graciously 
grants us carry with them a great re- 
sponsibility. Personally, I feel I must 
stay, more than ever, in the Secret 
Place, to be taught of Him.”— Sent by 
Mrs, J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Alexander Duff’s Call to Service.—And 
he said unto him, Follow me (Luke 5: 
27). A Scottish boy, lying on the heather 
beside a brook, fell asleep and had a 
wonderful dream. The sky became glo- 
rious with a dazzling golden light. Out 
of this light came a chariot drawn by 
horses of fire. Faster and faster it came 
down from the sky, and when it came 
near the boy he heard a voice as sweet 
as the mountain brook, saying, “Come 
up hither, I have work for thee to do.” 
When he got up to obey, he awoke, and 
found it was a dream. The impression 
did not leave him, and one day the boy 
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went to his room, knelt down beside the 
bed, and prayed, “O Lord, Thou know- 
est that silver and gold I have none. 
What I have I give to Thee. I offer my- 
self. Wilt Thou accept the gift?” God 
did accept the gift, and that boy became 
one of the truly great missionaries, His 
name was Alexander Duff, missionary to 
India.—From “Old Testament Leaders.” 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Why Not Do Something About It?— 
And he left all, rose up, and followed 
him (Luke 5:28), The famous Bishop 
Tucker of Uganda chose the career of 
an artist in his youth, and was one day 
busy painting a picture he meant to 
call “A Lost Woman.” It depicted a 
stormy night in winter, with a poor, 
thinly clad woman, with her baby 
pressed to her bosom, walking along a 
dark, deserted street, all of whose doors 
were closed and barred. As he tried to 
depict the agony on the unfortunate 
woman’s face his emotion deepened, and 
finally he threw down his brush, and 
exclaimed, “Why not go out and seek 
to save some of the actually lost?” There 
and then he forsook his chosen career, 
and, resolving to prepare himself for the 
ministry, went to Oxford, thereafter us- 
ing his skill with the brush only to 
support himself; and then, his course 
of study ended, plunged into the work of 
rescuing the perishing, which took him 
through the slums of London to the 
dark regions of Uganda.—From the 
Methodist Recorder. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Why Wait To Witness?—Levi made 
him a great feast in his own house: and 
there was a great company of publicans 
and of others that sat down with them 
(Luke 5:29). J. Hudson Taylor once 
told of a Chinese pastor who, upon meet- 
ing a very young convert, asked him 
if it was true that he had only known 
the Lord for three months. “Yes, it is 
blessedly true,” he replied. The pastor 
continued, “And how many have you 
won to Jesus?” “Oh,” said the convert, 
“I am only a learner and I have never 
possessed a complete New Testament 
until yesterday.” “Do you use candles 
in your home?” “Yes.” “Do you ex- 
pect the candle to begin to shine when 
it is burned half way down?” “No, as 
soon as it is lit.” The young convert 
saw the lesson and went to work, and 
within six months several of his neigh- 
bors and others were saved. Having 
found Jesus, Matthew lost no time in in- 
troducing Him to his friends—From the 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 

Two Don’ts for Heart Health.—Their 
scribes and Pharisees murmured against 
his disciples (Luke 5:30). 
are bad for hearts—running upstairs 
and running down people.—Heard on the 
radio. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


Two things. 
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Lesson for November 6 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OUR of you girls have emblems to 

remind us of the lessons we have 
had in Luke’s Gospel thus far. See if 
you can put them on the big chart in 
the correct order: (1) Angel and Zacha- 
rias, (2) Manger, (3) Jesus listening to 
a doctor in the Temple, (4) Satan tempt- 
ing Christ. Good. I’m so glad you have 
the first ones in the right order in your 
minds, because today’s lesson adds three 
more. 

Before we read today’s lesson, let us 
see if we can answer the first three 
verses on Our memory card, “The Work 
of Christ,” without looking at it. Fine! 
Today we have the fourth one: Question, 
“What did people say about Jesus?” An- 
swer, “He hatn done all things well: he 
maketh both the deaf to hear, and the 
dumb to speak” (Mark 7:37). If we 
think of the meaning of this verse, I 
think we can memorize it without tak- 
ing one part at a time. Say it once 
more, looking at the words. Whenever 
we speak of people who are deaf and 
dumb, we always put “deaf” first, and 
that’s the way it is here. What do those 
who are deaf need? (To hear.) Those 
who are dumb? (To speak.) Now let 
us read it once more, looking at the 
words, and then try to say it together 
three times without looking, only think- 
ing of the meaning. Now who wants 
to try it alone? Very good. 

After we've read about our Saviour’s 
activities in Luke 5:1-32, I’m sure we'll 
all be more emphatic than ever in say- 
ing, “He hath done all things well.” 

Our lesson this morning is called, 
“Jesus Meets Human Needs.” Here are 
seven 3-by-5 inch cards. On every card 
you'll find a human need which Jesus 
satisfied in this chapter. Each of you 
take one. Then as we read the first 
twenty-six verses, see if you can write 
down one or more references which 
show Jesus meeting that particular need: 
Food for the soul (v. 1), Food for the 
body (vs. 4-6), Reassurance or confidence 
(v. 10), Healing (vs. 13, 17, 24, 25), 
Cleansing (vs. 13-20), Forgiveness (v. 
20), Peace (vs, 24, 25). 

That makes seven already, and there 
are more in this one chapter alone. 
Now let us read verses 27-29. Everyone 
needs a worth-while object in life. It 
is not enough to work for nice clothes, 
beautiful homes, fine cars, and such 
things. These can never satisfy the 
heart. There should be a purpose in 
life that is really worth while. What 
purpose did the Lord give Peter in verse 
10? (To catch men.) Yes, to catch men 
for Christ. What purpose did Jesus give 
Levi (called Matthew in Matthew 9:9) 
in verse 27? (To follow Him.) Do you 
know those are the two things most 
worth living fer? To follow the Lord 


ourselves, and to “catch” others for our 
Saviour, so that they’ll follow Him, too, 
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I know a Christian girl who dressed 
very neatly, worked hard to get good 
grades at school, and behaved nicely, too, 
but she had not realized that it takes 
even more than these good things to 
satisfy the heart. One day, when talk- 
ing to another student she discovered 
that this girl was entirely ignorant about 
how to be saved. Thé Christian girl 
became concerned about her fellow stu- 
dent and set to work to win her to 
Christ. She prayed for her constantly 
and went out of her way to help her. 
Whenever the two were alone together, 
she would drop a word or two showing 
how much the Lord meant to her. One 
day her friend was saved. The Christian 
girl was so happy she hardly knew 
what to do! She exclaimed: “I want 
to spend my whole life winning souls 
to Christ! My friend is happy now, and 
she will be forever, because she has 
accepted the Saviour. All Heaven is 
rejoicing and I share in the joy. There’s 
nothing else really worth living for!” 
In verse 30 the enemies of Jesus com- 
plained that He ate with publicans and 
sinners. Read what Jesus answered in 
verses 31 and 32. He is the Great Phy- 
sician, not only of bodies, but much more 
of souls. Sin has been called “that hid- 
den plague which ends in death.” The 
Great Physician is the only one who can 
cure it. Every person must come to 
Christ first of all for the soul’s salvation. 
There is no other way to be saved. I 
believe all of us in this room have come 
to Christ as sinners, accepting His call 
to repentance and receiving Him as our 
Saviour. But sometimes our souls be- 
come sick because we have neglected 
God’s Word and prayer or because we 
are doing wrong things. The cure is to 
come back to the Great Physician, not 
to be saved a second time, but to be set 
right again. No matter what difficulty 
we may meet, or what need we may 
have, the Lord Jesus will take care of 
it, if we ask Him to. He wants us to 
be happy, growing. Christians. In this 
chapter we have seen Him meeting the 
needs of different people. He can meet 
our needs, too. Let us stop for a few 
moments of silent prayer. If we know 
of any need in our lives, let us fell it 
to Him and ask Him to meet it just now. 


You remember that Luke presents our 
Lord as the perfect man, and as such 
He is our perfect example. He went 
through this world not to please Him- 
self but to help others. He wants us to 
do likewise. Of course we cannot do 
things He did as God, for He was God 
manifest in the flesh. But we can con- 
stantly watch for opportunities to help 
others. We must do this if we are go- 
ing to follow our Lord, and to win others 
to Him. Which of the needs that we 
have talked about today could we help? 
(We can help give out the Word of God. 
We might find someone who needed 
food.) Yes, you might give out the 
Word of God by teaching Bible verses 
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to your younger brothers and sisters. 
And though you may not know some- 
one who is short of food, you can send 
money .to some mission field where peo- 
ple are hungry. 

But what about all the other human 
needs we talked about this morn- 
ing? Cleansing, Forgiveness, Assurance, 
Peace? (Only the Lord can meet those 
needs.) Right you are. But—are you 
listening?—we have the wonderful priv- 
ilege of introducing other people to 
Him. When we bring someone to Christ, 
we are sure that He is able to meet 
any need that person might have. 
Knowing the Lord ourselves, we hold 
the secret of help for anyone who wants 
help. And every time we tell some- 
one else of our wonderful Saviour, we 
will appreciate Him mofe ourselves. 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Work of Christ,” 
for memory work. These cards may be or- 
dered from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 117, 
Ferndale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Our Friend (Luke 5:12-15, 27-32) 


) pe Bible geography today draw a 
rough sketch of Galilee and Judea 
with intervening Samaria. On the east 
boundary put in the Lake of Gennesaret 
(Sea of Galilee), the Jordan River, and 
the Dead Sea, with their names. Dots 
may indicate the location of Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Capernaum, 
but let the children supply the names 
for each city, and tell what happened 
there, reviewing especially the stories 
of the last lesson. Bring in the name 
of Simeon in connection with Jerusa- 
lem to clear up any confusion between 
the old man and Simon the fisherman 


‘of Galilee. Note again the Jordan River 


and review what happened there, men- 
tioning John the Baptist. Trace the 
river up to the lake through which it 
flows, noting both mames of that lake. 
On the lake by Capernaum draw two 
tiny boats with masts. Have on dis- 
play pictures of the call of the fishermen 
and of Levi-Matthew. 

I hope you had a movie camera when 
you visited Lake Gennesaret in Luke 5. 
This picture is just a still.. I want you 
to meet Simon Peter’s brother, who is 
there, “we” and “they”’—his name is 
Andrew. (List the names of the two 
pairs of brothers on the blackboard.) 
Did you focus your camera, too, on a 
man with a quite different job? He is 
another man with two'names. He is 
called Levi in Luke’s word pictures, but 
usually we call him Matthew. (Add his 
name to the list.) His job is called 
“publican” in the Bible. Did you ever 
go on a road or bridge where you had 
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to pay a toll? Matthew had a little of- 
fice or booth where he took the toll for 
goods or people that were being carried 
across the lake. In those days the 
charges for toll or tax were not always 
fair. And as the taxes did not go to 
their own government but to the Roman 
Emperor Tiberius and his governors, 
everybody hated the publicans like Mat- 
thew. But Levi-Matthew as he sat at his 
little toll house had been seeing and 
hearing things. He had a mind camera, 
and kept looking at the pictures of the 
Lord Jesus he had taken. There was 
the man who had leprosy all over, the 
terrible disease that could never be 
cured, a picture of sin. There was the 
paralyzed man who could not walk, and 
his friends let him down through the 
roof_to where Jesus sat. He had sin in 
his heart, too. The Lord had fixed them 
up. But what about him, Levi, the pub- 
lican whom everyone despised? The 
Lord saw his heart, too. And over He 
came. Jesus said, “Follow me” (Luke 
5:27, Memory Verse). Things happened 
fast then. Did your cqmera get them? 

Yes, the Lord Jesus was doing things 
differently from what they had been 
done before! The religious leaders, the 
Pharisees and the scribes, were shocked! 
Even John the Baptist’s friends were 
puzzled. The Lord flashed them word 
pictures to help them understand: He 
was a doctor for folks sick with sin. 
It was a happy time like a wedding 
while He was here. No use patching 
their old ways with just a little of His 
new way, or using old skin bags to hold 
new wine. He must have new men to 
teach the new way of life. He had five 
already. The next chapter pictures Him 
choosing more and telling them about 
His new way. 

Did you follow Him this week in 
helping others, and telling about Him? 
Keep on, as He did in chapter 6. Listen 
hard to the recording of what He said. 
Remember He can cure your badness, 
too. Next week I will see if you can 
answer the questions (as nearly as I re- 
member them) for which a lady got 
$32,000 on TV. The answers are in 
Luke 5 and 6. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ED and his brother (who was “Little 

Red”) were at camp. Day after 
day they heard about the Lord Jesus 
Christ who loved them and died for 
them. They listened to God’s Word. It 
was all quite new to them—and very 
wonderful! Red and Little Red both 
knew that they were sinners. They 
knew they had done things which dis- 
pleased the God of Heaven. They knew, 
too, that their mother and father were 
sinners. How well they knew that! 


Time after time they had to go to the 
corner bar and bring their mother home. 
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And how they hated to see their mother 
when she was drunk. 

Finally, near the end of the week at 
camp they went to their teacher’s cabin. 
“Miss Helen,” Red said, “we'd like to 
be saved. We want to receive the Lord 
Jesus as our Saviour.” And right then 
and there both Reds were born into 
God’s family. Little Red (who was about 
the age of the oldest boys in this class) 
was very shy and he could not talk 
very plainly. But the Lord Jesus knew 
exactly what his lisping prayer meant. 
How happy the boys were then! How 
happy their teacher was! They had 
heard the Lord: Jesus whispering to 
them. They had seen His lovely face. 
They believed He was God’s Son.’ And 
they received Him. 

That was six long years ago. So you 
know that Red and Little Red are all 
grown up by now. But have they 
changed? Not very much. Both still 
have their bright-as-the-sun red hair. 
Little Red can speak distinctly now. Big 
Red finished high school this year. He 
still remembers the day that he heard 
the voice of the Lord Jesus whisper, “I 
love you. I died for you.” But today 
Red remembers another time that he 
heard the voice of the Lord Jesus. Faith- 
fully he has read his Bible (through 
which God speaks to anyone who wants 
to hear His voice). And Red early 
learned how important it is to talk to 
the Heavenly Father in prayer each day, 
Because Red wanted to hear God’s voice, 
he did! And so one day the Son of God 
whispered, “I want you to follow Me. 
I need you in My work.” 

How well Red remembers that day! 
It was not easy for Red. There were 
many things to hinder him from fol- 
lowing the blessed Lord Jesus. He did 
not wait, however, until he was older. 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 839) 


1. His prayer life. 

2. The miraculous draught of fishes 
(Luke 5:1-11). 

3. Luke notes that the man was “full of 
leprosy,” a term marking an advanced 
stage of the disease. 

4. It was certain of the ability of 
Christ, but not so sure of His will in 
the matter. 

5. (1) Hebrews 7:25, 
6:37. 

6. See Matthew 12: 15-21. 

7. Jews who collected taxes under the 
Roman system. 

8. They were despised as traitors and 
social outcasts, 

9. Matthew and Zacchaeus. 

10. By giving a dinner party for them, 
with Jesus as the guest of honor. 
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The very day that the Saviour spoke to 
him, Red started to follow Him. When- 
ever and wherever he could, he spoke 
for God’s Son. Hé tried to live for Him 
every moment each day, And now, while 
you are here’ in Sunday school, Red is 
away in Chicago at a big Bible school. 
There, each day, he is learning more 
and more about God’s Word. He is 
learning to know the Lord Jesus more 
intimately. And Red is mighty glad for 
the day he received the Son of God as 
his own Saviour. He will always be 
happy, too, for the day he promised to 
follow Him wherever He might lead, 

Red is very much like a man named 
Levi (and, since his name was later 
changed to Matthew, we shall call him 
that). Matthew was a tax collector in 
the long ago time when the Lord Jesus 
lived. Tax collectors were very much 
hated by others. Part of the reason for 
that was that they often took money 
which was not theirs. And no one likes 
to have their money stolen—nor do they 
like the thieves who steal it! 

Matthew doubtless often heard the 
Lord Jesus speak. Perhaps he often 
wished that his life could be changed. 
Surely he did not enjoy being hated by 
others. And, because he was a thief, 
he could not have fellowship with God. 
Poor, miserable Matthew! 

But when the Lord Jesus saw Mat- 
thew, He simply said, “Follow me.” 
Others would have nothing to do with 
this tax collector. The Lord Jesus 
wanted him to walk and work with Him. 
And Matthew followed the dear Son of 
God! Probably many things happened 
all at once. When Matthew saw the 
Lord Jesus he apparently believed that 
He was the Saviour of the world—his 
Saviour. And because the Lord Jesus 
knows every thought that enters tHe 
mind of every person, He knew what 
Matthew was thinking. Whenever the 
Lord Jesus asks anyone to do anything, 
He makes it possible for that one to do 
it—if he wants to do it. And so He 
helped Matthew to follow His command. 
To refuse to obey the command of the 
Son of God would mean to turn aside 
from the best blessings that anyone can 
have. So Matthew followed. How 
happy he was! So happy, in fact, that 
he made a great feast in his house and 
invited many of his friends to meet His 
Saviour. He wanted others to know 
Him whom he followed. Do you? 
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Wheaton Bible Lands Cruises 


y ns Annual Wheaton Bible Lands 
Cruise will sail again next spring 
from New York under the direction of 
Doctor and Mrs. Joseph Free. This is 
the fifteenth trip which has either been 
taken or planned by Dr. Free, who is 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday 
School Times and Chairman of the De- 
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partment of Archaeology at. Wheaton 
College. The Spring Cruise sails every 
year the last of February (or early 
March) and includes visits to the scenes 
of dozens of Biblical events as,well as 
an examination of archaeological discov- 
eries which illuminate the Bible. 

There is also a second cruise every 
year, the Annual Wheaton Summer 
Cruise, which regularly sails at the end 
of June, and is also planned by Dr. and 
Mrs, Free and conducted by another 
Wheaton faculty couple. This year the 
conductors are Dr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Schultz. Dr. Schultz is professor of Bible 
at Wheaton College, a graduate of Faith 
Theological Seminary, and holds the 
doctor’s degree from Harvard University. 

Both cruises last for six weeks and are 
made up of Christians of all ages from 
all parts of America. For descriptive 
bulletin, write to Dr. Joseph Free, Dept. 
S-31, Wheaton Bible Lands Cruises, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill, and 
specify whether for Spring (February- 
March) or Summer Cruise, sailing end 
of June. Both itineraries are the same, 
but details of sailing are different. 
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Jonathan Edwards’ Famous Sermon 


ANY have heard of the powerful 

sermon preached by Jonathan Ed- 
wards, called “Sinners in the Hands of 
an Angry God”; but probably many 
Times readers have never seen it and do 
not know where to find it. It has been 
reprinted again in a 15-page booklet 
and issued at 20 cents a copy by the 
Faith Book House, Hickory, Ky. It is 
a clarion call to the unsaved. It can 
\be read thoughtfully in thirty-five 
minutes, 





A Christmas Remembrance 
That Brings Blessing 


HE Bible Success Band booklet for 

1956 makes an ideal Christmas and 
New Year remembrance for Sunday 
school and Bible classes, and for rela- 
tives and friends. 

The attractive 32-page booklet contains 
366 Scripture verses—one for each day 
of the coming year. The cover of the 
booklet shows a picture in full color of 
an ancient well in Beersheba, Israel. 
This may be one of the wells dug by 
the servants of Abraham and Isaac 
nearly 4,000 years ago. The interesting 
story of this ancient well is told in the 
booklet. 

The Band booklet also contains an 
inspiring Message on reading and mem- 
orizing the Bible by the Rev. Coulson 
Shepherd, who speaks to Jews and Gen- 
tiles each week on the radio. His radio 
broadcasts are entitled “Message to Is- 
rael,” and are given over a coast-to-coast 
network of radio stations. 

Mr. Shepherd’s message for the 1956 
booklet is entitled “Eating God’s Word.” 
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—Christian Greeting Cards — 


Wholesale and Retail 


With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Assortments. Good profit and prices 
reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 


NOW... 
BIG DAY! 


Sano Aa 
BOOK Nos. 1 & 2 HANOROM 2 


compiled by Grace Ramquist, are 
bristling with ideas and material. 


Easy and Effective 

Each Handbook contains a wealth of 
Recitations, Dialogues, Exercises and 
Playlets. 32 large and well-packed pages 
of sure-fire interest for use in pre-school 
and through all the grades to Adults 
and Mixed-age Groups. 

Ne. 1—The original Christmas Program Handbook 
published in 1952 which has won nation-wide popularity. 
Ne. 2—Called forth by popular Gomend. Contains 
new material different from its predecessor 


Meet Your Christmas Program Needs With These 
ZONDERVAN PUBLICATIONS 


ORDER TODAY FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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He says in part: “Long ago God com- 
manded the Prophet Ezekiel to ‘eat this 
roll’—the Scroll, the Word of God, And 
He commands every believer today to 
‘eat’ the Word of God. And one of the 
best ways to ‘eat’ God’s Word today is 
not only to read it, but also to memo- 
rize it, and thus hide it in our hearts. 

“Let us ‘eat’ God’s Word during the 
year 1956 by reading and memorizing 
it daily, and so make the year one of 
‘joy and rejoicing’ in our own souls, 
and of bringing blessing into the lives 
of others by encouraging them to memo- 
rize His Word!” 

The Bible booklets should be ordered 
early before the edition may be ex- 
hausted. The price of the booklet is 
25 cents a copy to individual addresses. 
Reduced quantity prices to one address: 
5 to 24 copies, 24 cents each; 25 to 49 
copies, 23 cents each; 50 to 74 copies, 
22 cents each; 75 to 99 copies, 21 cents 
each; 100 or more copies, 20 cents each. 

Special white envelopes for con- 
venience in mailing the booklets may 
be ordered at 1 cent each. When order- 
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Ohristnas 


Only 
35c ea. 











@_<—| THIS LITTLE BOOK 


has brought financial 
security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 





Learn more about a remarkable 
Ridatend Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide generously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In- 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
details, write today for Booklet SS-503, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 























FOOTPRINTS OF GOD 


Presents qpatins evidence of God's handiwork in 
the natural world and the spiritual world. The late 
Dr. Charles M. A. Stine, for many years a duPont Vice- 
President, says in the foreword: “I wish especially 
that eve young person might become familiar 
with Dr. Brown's writings. I highly and urgent! 
recommend them.’ $2.50 


MIRACLES OF SCIENCE 


In 39 succinct fascinating talks, Dr. 
Brown shows some of the absurdities 
of the evolutionary theory and many 
of the riches of Bible truths. This rec- 
ognized authority is noted for his gift of 
accumulating scientific data and squarin 

it with God's creative plan. $3. 08 
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pages As Lecturer and Teacher and Author has enriched pages 

$2.50 many lives. His books are extending this ministry. $3.00 
Order TODAY from your Bookseller or 

DUNHAM PUBLISHING COMPANY, Findlay, Ohio 
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GOSPEL CALENDAR CARD 


all Ideal Witness Opportunity to 
those constantly referring to dates 
iul)) BUSINESS MEN * MILITARY MEN 
= POLITICIANS * HOSPITALS ¢ JAILS 


81IG BROTHER TRACT BAND 
BOX 888 + AKRON 9, OHIO 


Messengers of the New Covenant, Inc. 
Newark, New Jersey 
“*] send thee to the children of Israel.”’ Ezek. 2:3 
The Gospel of God’s grace to dense population of 
Jews, spread by visiting, radio, distribution of Scrip- 
tures and literature. Free copy of booklet, “The 
Lost Sheep of the House of Israel.” Your prayers 
earnestly desired. 
Rev. Isaac Finestone, General Director 
John Binns, President 
109 Treacy Avenue - - Newark 8, N. J. 


















Rich, good looking leaflets that you'll love to use with 
‘and cards. Dozens of wonderful new titles from the 
world’s largest tract publishers. Mail your 10¢ early to: 


GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS 


411 South Wells St. ¢ Chicago 7, Itlinois 











A Chemist and His Bible 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

















A CHOICE VOLUME 


fo Give and Own! 


A Complete 
Bible 


Commentary 


edited by 
MATTHEW HENRY, 
Thomas Scott and others 


1024 pages? A “‘must”’ for every Christian 

Comments on worker and Bible student — and 

every chapter one that should be in every church 

ef the Bible = and home library. It’s chock-full 
ONLY of useful explanatory and illus- 
$6.95 trative material. 
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ing, please state clearly the number of 
booklets and the number of envelopes 
desired. It will also be appreciated if 
something extra could be included to 
help in defraying the cost of office han- 
dling and postage. 

All orders for the booklet, with re- 
mittance, should be made payable to 
George T. B. Davis, 1505 Race St., Phila- 
delphia 2. 

we 


Twenty Prize Sermons 
(Continued from second page) 


floundering in the gutter, disgusting in 
their behavior, or half-dead with a 
hangover the morning after. They, never 
show the bloody accidents, family argu- 
ments, loss of prestige and possessions. 
Rest assured, the tavern never puts its 
finished products in the show window.” 


Many short-sighted people, some 
Christians included, will attempt to 
make an excuse for beer because it 
contains only an‘ approximate four per 
cent of alcohol. How ridiculous! One 
only needs to drink more beer than 
whiskey to become intoxicated. 


The courts will testify, according to 
the book in review, that drunken drivers 
will say at times: “I couldn’t be 
drunk. I only had a few beers.” The 
sermon, “The Right To Belong,” contained 
in the book before us, states: “One 
bottle of beer, which contains half an 
ounce of alcohol, reduces reflex action 
6 per cent. Two bottles of beer reduce 
it 1l-per cent. But the really dangerous 
factor here is that the person who has 
consumed one or two drinks is not aware 
of the reduction in reflex action and 
quite often believes it to be better than 
usual.” , 

The audacity of the U.S. Brewers 
Foundation in inventing the slogan, 
“Beer Belongs,” and the stupidity of an 
official of the ABC network, who com- 
pliments this association for the build- 
ing up by advertising and public rela- 
tions of the concept that “beer belongs 
as the American family drink of a free- 
dom-loving people,” should stir the in- 
dignation of all believers. 

The sermon, “Removing the Mask,” 
answers the slogan with a poem that 
reveals the dreadful results of beer- 
drinking among the masses. It is be- 
yond comprehension how. some profess- 
ing Christians and church-goers can be 
beer drinkers. It is time for straight- 
forward opposition from Christian pul- 
pits, Sunday school superintendents’ 
desks, and from Sunday school teachers 
against all of this destroying influence 
in our country and in the lives of a vast 
percentage of its citizens. 

So many people drink to escape the 
problems, perplexities, and troubles of 
life. This closing paragraph from “Re- 
moving the Mask,” one of the twenty 
sermons of this book, touches upon this 
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aspect of the problem: “We shall win 
our victory only when we convincingly 
show men and women that in Christ 
Jesus there is a life that satisfies the 
deepest’ hunger and thirst of men, and 
offers them, not an escape from life’s 
problems, but a solution to them.” 
How true this is can be attested by 
many who have trusted the Saviour. 
Even Christians fail so often in availing 
themselves of the source of strength for 
life’s needs in the reading and studying 
of the Word of God, and the communion 
in prayer with One who knows all and 
who can and will see His children 
through. 


Pastors, Sunday school superintend- 
ents, Sunday school teachers, parents, 
and social workers should read this 
book. The Gospel is not clearly pre- 
sented at all times. As a matter of fact, 
it is not certain that all of the twenty 
ministers are. true to the fundamentals 
of the faith; but the arguments are 
factual, scientific, valid in every physio- 
logical and psychological sense, and are 
true to Scriptural interpretation. It is 
hoped that the book may have a wide 
circulation, and that as a result the 
church will be alerted and brought to 
repentance for its part in bringing about 
the deplorable conditions prevailing 
throughout the land. The message of 
total abstinence should at all times be 
kept in its proper place, of course, that 
is, after the Gospel is proclaimed with 
clarity. Men are dead in trespasses and 
sins, and the only deliverance is through 
faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 
Then the new creation is established, as 
the individual receives Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and depends solely upon Him 
for eternal life. 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1956 


LIST of lessons prepared by THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times in the Inter- 
national Uniform Lesson series for 1956 
is now available. It is a convenient 
pocket-size pamphlet, listing all the les- 
sons in the year in chronological order. 
Over-all lesson titles are given, with the 
Scripture references and Golden Texts 
and devotional readings. The specific 
topics for the various departments of 
the Sunday school are also given with 
the Scripture references for each, where 
they differ from the over-all Scriptures. 
Many superintendents and teachers 
have found THE Sunpay ScHoot Times 
lesson list a valuable tool to place in the 
hands of each pupil as an encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home, 
Used in the regular Sunday school ses- 
sions instead of lesson leaflets, they may 
stimulate pupils to use the Bible itself, 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Here is also a convenient lesson list that 
superintendents can hand to substitute 
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teachers as a guide for lesson prepara- 
tion. 

Have you discovered how this valu- 
able too] may help your school or class? 
Why not order a supply and put them 
to work? They may be had for 15 cents 
a copy, $1.50 a dozen, or $12 a hundred, 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


‘ we 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 6 
1, If Nobody Wants War, Why Have It? 
(Rom. 14:16-19; Heb. 12:14-16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


R. W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE once 
said, “It is useless to wash the face 


of the clock if the mainspring is broken.” 
The trouble with our world is that the 
mainspring has been broken by sin. All 
the face washing men can do will not 
get at the real difficulty. All too often 
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men approach the problem of war with 
the idea that all that needs to be done 
is to get everyone to scrap their arma- 
ments and weapons and immediately all 
will be lovely. Our nation had some 
bitter lessons along this line some years 
ago when the advocates of peace by 
disarmament preached their philosophy 
so successfully that our nation found 
itself woefully unprepared when an- 
other nation set the world on fire with 
war. ‘ 
we 


‘Our topic contains a postulate that 
cannot be supported. It is not true that 
no one wants war. There are undoubt- 
edly large groups of individuals who do 
not want it, but every war that has ever 
occurred is an historic proof that some- 
one or some nation did want war. Even 
in our own land during the last war 
although large numbers of people 
hated war and were glad to use every 
honorable means to avoid it, there were 
some who wanted it. A certain school- 
teacher, traveling with a group of Chris- 
tian people during the war, was heard 
to say that indeed she did not want the 
war to stop because it brought to her 
higher dividends on certain stocks that 
she held. One wonders if she would 
have felt the same if she had had a 
son or loved one on the front lines. 

we 

Now, let us not be mistaken, it is un- 
fair to imply, as Communism has done, 
that wars are generated by capitalistic 
ambitions, Nevertheless men and women 
have been satisfied to benefit from the 
increased business that some wars have 
generated, and ambitious individuals and 
nations have been quite content to see 
nations fly at one another's throats in 
order that their desire for power and 


_possession may be satisfied, 


ve 

The two Scripture portions chosen for 
this week’s lesson are addressed to 
Christians and outline the Christian 
course of seeking the way of peace with 
all men rather than the way of violence. 
If all men were disposed to do this, then 
it would indeed be possible to scrap 
the implements of war. But the sad 
truth is that all men are not willing to 
be controlled by the principles set forth 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. Many men and 
many nations will not “have this man 
to reign over” them (Luke 19:14). As 
a result, those nations who do sincerely 
desire peace and who would gladly dis- 
arm find themselves very much,in the 
place of the man who was teaching the 
lion and the lamb to live together. When 
someone asked how his experiment 
was getting along, he replied, “Oh, just 
fine. The only difficulty is that every 
once in awhile I have to get a new 
lamb.” 

ve 


God’s Word makes very clear the great 
truth that only when God’s Son, the 
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Prince of Peace, shall be reigning in 
Jerusalem and judging the nations in 
righteousness and with impartial gov- 
ernment will it be safe to beat swords 
into plowshares and spears into prun- 
inghooks (Isa..2), for then it is that 
the earth will be filled with the knowl- 
edge of God as the waters cover the sea 
(Isa. 11:9). Until that time, Christians 
have a responsibility for their own con- 
duct and relationships to others as out- 
lined in the two Scripture portions 
chosen for this week. They also have 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 
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FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE... 


Let YOUR Next Step 





At MBI, you choose from 
eight basic courses, carefully 
planned to equip you for all 
kinds of Christian service. 
Tuition 1s free. Unlimited op- 
portunities for practical soul- 
winning. 

FREE PICTURE BOOK 


of student life is yours for the asking. 
Also catalog. Write Office of Admis- 
sions, Room s 242 
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E J. Pace’s Pictorial Calendar 
































A big 12 by 18 inch cartoon calendar with 
a different cartoon exch month. 

Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $7.00; 50 copies, $12.50. 
Please add 10% for postage & packing 
Dealers write for quantity discount 


FAITHFUL WORDS PUB. CO. 


2116S. Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 4, Missouri 


Spade your Youth, Pragran |” 


PREE trie! pocket of YOUTH MATERIALS. month's supply 
of meeting plans, socials, activities, leadership 
training Christ-centered, inter-denominational 
Now in use in 3,000 youth groups, 25 denomina- 
tions. Specify age-bracket: 6-12; 13-19. Give 
church name and address, 




















When answering advertisements please 
say: you saw it in THE SuNnpAY ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 


‘Have You Tried HIGLEY’S 


Sunday School Lesson COMMENTARY? 


¥ “ce 2 FRA! . . 
~ : @ Nothing like it! 24th 
| HIGLEY Jest of making BETTER 





a EACHERS. International 
Uniform Lesson Series. 
Saves time, ‘peps’ interest 
with four —_— teaching 
plans. Supply all your teach- 
ers and see the effect —zeal, 
Bible knowledge, increase in 
souls. 25 special features, 


320 pages, washable 
cloth binding, only $2.00 
Order today from your bookstore, or 


THE HIGLEY PRESS oonzs, xs. 
PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
——_____ Punnilare 


LIVERY + « 















e ¢ EARLY C 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
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a responsibility to support every rea- 
sonable effort to secure and maintain 
peace. But with it they have the obli- 
gation to make known to as many as 
possible the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which alone men’s 
hearts may be changed and they may 
be given a disposition to live in peace, 
first with God and then with their fel- 
low men. Any peace effort that fails 
to include this last and most important 
responsibility is -ineffective and _ is 
doomed to ultimate failure. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 31 to November 6 
Mon.—Luke 5:1+11. Simon Peter Called. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus said unto 
Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou 
shalt catch men.” Christ’s prediction of 
Peter’s ministry looks down centuries. 
It looks past Peter’s denial to Pente- 
cost, and then on to the millions upon 
millions who under God owe their sal- 
vation directly or indirectly to his oral 
and written ministry. Christ, in like 
manner, sees now all the fruitage you 
shall bear for Him. You, too, like Peter, 
will have many surprises from your 
humble labors for Christ. Pray that 
you may live so close to Christ, and be 
so faithful for Him day by day, that you 
shall have much to rejoice over in the 
day of Christ Jesus. 


Tues.—Luke 5:12-16. Jesus Heals a Leper. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “A man full of 
leprosy.” The miracles of Christ were 
not to be mistaken. He healed the hope- 
less. He raised the dead. His works 
were all wonderful. In fact, He “only 
doeth wondrous things.” The miracles 
of Christ are proofs of His deity incar- 
nate in human flesh. Often He said, 
“Believe me for the very works’ sake” 
(John 14:10-12). Is Christ to you “God 

. . manifest in the flesh”? Pray for 
the foreign readers of THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

Wed.—Luke 5:17-26. Jesus Forgives Sin. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy sins be for- 
given thee.” Only God can forgive sins 
committed against Himself. If Christ 
were not God manifest in human flesh 
it- would have been blasphemy to say, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee.” But being 
God in mortal form and offering up the 
body prepared for Him, and its blood 
as a ransom for sinning souls, the divine 
Redeemer announces forgiveness to the 
penitents. Pray that you may deeply 
feel “the sins that made Him mourn, 
and bleed upon the tree; and that you 
may know the peace His pardon brings 
to such as we.” 





Thurs.—Luke 5:27-32. 
Jesus Calls Matthew. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A _ publican, 
named Levi.” This Jew in the service 
of the Roman Government probably 
changed his name to suit his unsavory 
position as a publican. But Jesus loves 
souls so much that He pardons their past 
and glorifies their future when they re- 
spond to His invitation, “Follow me.” 
The call from the Saviour was effectual. 
He knew then that he must yield all to 
Christ and did so on the spot. Pray for 
Matthew type conversions in your 
church and community: for only fol- 
lowers of the Lamb are the real follow- 
ers of God, 
Fri.—Luke 5:33-39. 
The Question of Fasting. 
PRAYER SuGceEsTIONS: “The days will 
come, when the bridegroom shall be 
taken away from them, and then shall 
they fast in those days.” Amber days, 
as Jeremy Taylor quaintly describes 
dark days, are the common days for 
fasting: but there are other days when 
we can so serve God by denying our- 
selves food and drink. Anna and godly 
women in the Temple served the Lord 
with fastings and prayers day and night 
(Luke 2:37). Too few Christians keep 
the body under, and bring it into sub- 
jection to the Lord. Pray for more of 
the spirit of self-denial in your service 
for the Lord. 


Sat.—Luke 6:1-11. 
“The Lord of the Sabbath.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Son of man 
is Lord also of the sabbath.” Many 
Christians have been led away from the 
Christian observance of the Lord’s Day. 
Some have been deceived by some who 
believe in keeping the seventh day in- 
stead of the first day of the week, by 
the statement that Constantine changed 
the day from what it originally was to 
Sunday. The Lord of the Sabbath Him- 
self, by His resurrection and gift of the 
Spirit on the first day of the week in- 
dicated to His believing people the day 
they were to observe (see Acts 20:7, 
and Rev. 1:10). Pray for more Chris- 
tian observance of the Lord’s Day. 


Sun.—Matthew 25:31-40. 
The Reward of Christian Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” The Lord 
is the best of paymasters. Joys ever- 
lasting in His eternal Kingdom are in 
store for His faithful servants. Crowns 
and scepters are rewards for loving 
and devoted service for Christ by the 
humblest -members of His holy 
Church. The honors will be “exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we ask 
or think.” See that you constantly 
keep the great day of reward in view. 
Pray for Sunday school teachers who 
use THE SuNDAyY ScHOOL TIMES mate- 
rial, 
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